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E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS:IAEA, AORG, SF 

SUBJECT: FUTURE OF SOUTH AFRICA IN IAEA 

REF: (A) IAEA VIENNA 6457 (NOTAL) 

(B) IAEA VIENNA 4334 (NOTAL) 

1 . DEPT. IS PLANNING EARLY STRONG DEMARCHE TO GOVERNMENTS 
OF IAEA MEMBER STATES EMPHASIZING IMPORTANCE IN NON-PROLI 
FERATION CONTEXT OF CONTINUED SOUTH AFRICAN PARTICIPATION 
IN IAEA. 

2. PRIOR TO UNDERTAKING SUCH CAMPAIGN, DEPARTMENT REQUESTS 
EMBASSIES LONDON AND PARIS APPROACH SOONEST APPROPRIATE 
HIGH LEVEL HOST GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS TO EXPRESS DEEP USG 
CONCERN OVER POSSIBLE MOVE TO SUSPEND SOUTH AFRICAN MEMBER 
SHIP AT FORTHCOMING GENERAL CONFERENCE IN RIO. BRITISH AND 
FRENCH SHOULD BE TOLD THAT SUSPENSION OF SOUTH AFRICA FROM 
IAEA WOULD BE SERIOUS SETBACK TO CONTINUING EFFORTS OF U.S. 

AND OTHER COUNTRIES TO HALT FURTHER NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION 
GIVEN SOUTH AFRICA'S NUCLEAR WEAPONS POTENTIAL. PLEASE 
INFORM BRITISH AND FRENCH THAT U.S. IS PLANNING STRONG 
DEMARCHE TO IAEA AND THAT WE WOULD LOOK FOR PARALLEL ACTION 
ON THEIR PART IN EMPHASIZING TO IAEA NATIONS SERIOUS 

CONSEQUENCES OF SUSPENSION WHICH COULD RESULT IN REMOVAL 
OF SOUTH AFRICA FROM INTERNATIONAL SUPERVISION AND CONTROL 
IN NUCLEAR FIELD. IN VIEW OF PENDING FRENCH/SAG/IAEA 
AGREEMENT, WE EXPECT FRANCE WOULD EXERT EFFORTS ON SAG 
BEHALF. REQUEST REPORT SOONEST ON BRITISH AND FRENCH 
REACTIONS TO APPROACH. 

3. IAEA MISSION SHOULD MAKE SIMILAR APPROACHES TO 
BRITISH AND FRENCH AS WELL AS OTHER KEY REPRESENTA- 
TIVES, INQUIRE AS TO THEIR POSITIONS AND EXAMINE POSSI 
BILITY OF JOINT ACTION IN SUPPORT OF CONTINUED SAG PARTI 
CIPATION. DEPT. WOULD APPRECIATE REPORT THEIR REACTIONS 
AS WELL AS MISSION COMMENTS SOONEST. 
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4. MISSION ALSO REQUESTED TO INQUIRE OF SAG PERMREP HIS 
GOVERNMENT'S PLANS FOR HANDLING SITUATION AND TO SUGGEST, 
IN CONTEXT OF POSSIBLE EXPULSION OR SUSPENSION ATTEMPTS, 
THAT U.S. BELIEVES SAG POSITION WOULD BE STRENGTHENED 
(AS NOTED IN SIMILAR SITUATIONS - REF B) WERE IT TO TAKE 
STEPS TOWARDS RATIFYING NPT BEFORE IAEA MEETINGS IN 
SEPTEMBER. YOU MAY ADD THAT USG HAS NO SYMPATHY FOR MOVE 
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TO SUSPEND SOUTH AFRICAN MEMBERSHIP AND WILL MAKE EVERY 
EFFORT TO SEE THAT THIS DOES NOT HAPPEN. 

5. FOR PRETORIA: IN VIEW OF POSSIBLE MOVE TO SUSPEND 
SOUTH AFRICA, DEPARTMENT WOULD LIKE TO HAVE EMBASSY'S 
VIEWS ON WHAT STEPS MAY BE UNDERTAKEN IN A BILATERAL 
CONTEXT TO DEAL WITH THIS CHALLENGE. 

ROBINSON 
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